Bonjour, once again....

This should be the third e-mail you have received from me giving you information about the assistantship program. You should have already received two e-mails (an introduction e-mail and an e-mail that gave you the contacts of the other assistants in your académie) AND a 'lettre de 
présentation' from the French Embassy. If you have not received any of this, please send me an e-mail at assistant.washington-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr. 

In this e-mail I will touch upon the visa process, vacation, and miscellaneous stuff; most of this information is already available in the document on-line. These subjects seem to be the popular topics of the e-mails I have been receiving (yes, I am down to 50 e-mails in my box at the moment....), so I am going to explain each of these topics to hopefully alleviate some unnecessary (as you will see) stress. If you have not already read the information at the French Culture website for the assistants for this year, PLEASE DO. The website is www.frenchculture.org/education . If you follow the links for assistants and then click on the one for assistants for 2006-2007 there is a lot of useful information. This e-mail is just a reiteration of 
what is in the document. Please read it so that you are familiar with everything happening around you.


At the moment your 'Arreté de Nomination' has either arrived or is on its way. You will receive it by the end of August. This letter will come from your academy and let you know what school you have been assigned to and will normally give you the name of a contact person at your school. DO NOT LOSE THIS LETTER. This letter is the document you need to get your visa. If you are no longer at the address you gave me when you applied to be an assistant, please make sure your mail is being forwarded as it is near to impossible for me to get a second copy of this letter for you. Please remember (as noted before) I do NOT know when you will get the arrêté nor do I know where you will be placed. My fingers are crossed that you will get the town you want, but I have no say in the matter nor do I know where you have been placed. PLEASE do not e-mail me asking me if I know your placement or because you have not received your arrêté. You are not the only one. Each académie sends out their arêtes depending on a different system, some send them out by contract, others by “county”…etc. Rarely do they send them all out at once. 


The VISA APPLICATION PROCESS: If you have your arrêté, please start the process. I will add to the document the information regarding the visa process for all of the nine consulates. Please read over it. Unfortunately, if you are in the region of Atlanta, Miami, Boston, Houston or San Francisco you must get your visa in person. Pack a picnic, grab some friends, go on a road trip.


Once AGAIN, YOU SHOULD ALSO KNOW THAT YOU CANNOT GO TO FRANCE WITHOUT A 
VISA. (Don't laugh, students do go assuming they can get a visa in France...It is NOT possible.) I will continue repeating this…I apologize. Every year at least one assistant calls me from France to ask how to get a visa. 


You are applying for a Teaching Assistant VISA (even if you are planning on studying while you are an assistant) 


***There is no visa fee. (Even though Chicago’s website says that there is, there is NO visa fee.) 


You MUST go to the consulate assigned to your permanent address. In order to figure out your consulate, please visit the French Embassy in the U.S. website at www.info-france-usa.org . 
If you decide to go to the consulate MAKE sure you go when the visa services are open. I highly recommend you go early in the morning so that you do not have to wait in line. Please be patient and bring a smile (and a book). The process, as long as you bring the correct documents, is simple. If you decide to send your visa application to a consulate please expect it to take two weeks (not including time to travel back and forth to the consulate). Please remember to include a 
SASE (self-addressed, stamped envelope) with your visa application. I recommend the SASE be insured (you are sending your passport). 
If you are travelling to Martinique, Guadeloupe, Guyane or la Réunion the visa information is the same for you.

ATLANTA (Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee) 
www.consulfrance-atlanta.org

*You need: 
- a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
-a copy of your itinerary (it is fine if you are travelling with a one way ticket. 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté, your passport and your ‘lettre de présentation’. 
***You MUST apply for your visa in person.*** New visa regulations require that residents of the Atlanta region appear in person. 
*You will not leave the Consulate with the visa!! The process can take as much as three weeks. 
*If you do not bring all the necessary documents when you visit the French Consulate, you may send it to them by post.

The process does NOT change for assistants going to the DOMs. If you have any questions, the best way to contact the visa office in Atlanta is to send an e-mail to: visa@consulfrance-atlanta.org .

BOSTON (Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont) 
www.consulfrance-boston.org

*You need : 
-a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté and your passport. 
***You MUST apply in person. The visa application process takes three days, so you will not leave with your visa. If you live too far to return when it is ready, you will be provided with an envelope, which you can fill out. You will pay for the postage.

The requirements do NOT change for assistants going to the DOMs. The only thing that changes is that it will take two weeks for your application to be processed. If you have any questions, the best way to contact the visa office in Boston is to send an e-mail to: visas.boston-fslt@diplomatie.gouv.fr .

CHICAGO (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin) 
www.consulfrance-chicago.org

*You need : 
-a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-1 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 1 passport photos 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté and your passport. 
*You may either go to the consulate in person, or send your application in by mail. If you go in person, you must schedule an appointment on their website. 
*If you go in person the process takes a couple of hours and you can leave that day with your passport. 
*If you send in your visa application you must provide the documents listed above AND –a self addressed, stamped envelope from the Post Office. The Consulate in Chicago does not use UPS or FedEx. The process will take about a week. –AND if possible provide you itinerary or a 
photocopy of your airplane ticket so that your visa will correspond to the time you are in France.

The requirements do NOT change if you are going to the DOMs, though the time it takes to get your visa may be longer. If you have any questions, the best way to contact the visa office in 
Chicago is to send an e-mail to visas@consulfrance-chicago.org . Due to the large amount of e-mails that the consulate receives everyday, you will probably not get an immediate response.

HOUSTON (Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas) 
www.consulfrance-houston.org

*You need : 
-a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States and has at least two blank pages. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté and your passport. 
*You MUST apply in person; you will NOT leave with your visa, it will be sent to you in the mail. You will pay for the postage. In order to appear in person please make an appointment on their website which is listed above.

The requirements do NOT change for assistants going to the DOMs.

LOS ANGELES (Arizona, California, Colorado, New Mexico, Nevada) 
www.consulfrance-losangeles.org

*You need : 
- a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté and your passport. 
*You may either apply for your visa in person or send the application by mail. It is recommended that you apply in person. 
*If you go in person the visa process will take a few hours. 
*If you send in your visa application you must provide the documents listed above AND –a self addressed, stamped envelope from the Post Office.

The requirements do NOT change for the DOMs.

MIAMI (Florida) 
www.consulfrance-miami.org

*You need : 
- a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
-YOUR LETTRE DE PRESENTATION 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté, your passport and your ‘lettre de présentation’ 
*You must apply for your visa IN PERSON…sorry!!!!

The requirements do NOT change for the DOMs.

NEW YORK (Connecticut, New Jersey, New York) 
www.consulfrance-newyork.org

*You need : 
-a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States and that has at least two blank pages. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté and your passport. 
You may include a copy of your ‘lettre de présentation’ if you have it. 
*You may either apply for your visa in person or send the application by mail. It is recommended that you apply in person. 
*If you apply in person the visa services are open from 9am-1pm Monday-Friday. You will receive your visa that day. It is HIGHLY recommended that you make an appointment (on their website). 
*If you apply through the mail it may take 2-3 weeks. You must include you self-addressed, stamped envelope and they prefer that it is from FedEx or UPS (they do not except DHL).

The requirements do NOT change for assistants going to the DOMs.

If you have any questions, the best way to contact the visa office in New York is to send an e-mail to: visa@consulfrance-newyork.org .

SAN FRANCISCO (Alaska, North California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming) 
www.consulfrance-sanfrancisco.org

*You need : 
- a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos 
-YOUR LETTRE DE PRESENTATION. 
-a copy of your ticket or itinerary to France (it is fine if you have a one way ticket). 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté, your passport and your ‘lettre de présentation’. 
***You MUST apply for your visa in person.*** New visa regulations require that residents of the SF region be fingerprinted. The visa process will take a couple of hours. 
*If you do not bring all the necessary documents when you visit the French Consulate, you may send it to them by post.

The process does NOT change for assistants going to the DOMs. If you have any questions, the best way to contact the visa office in San Francisco is to call 415-397-4330 between 2pm-5pm M-F (Pacific time) and ask to speak to the Visa Section.


WASHINGTON (D.C., Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia) 
www.consulfrance-washington.org

*You need : 
- a passport that is valid three months AFTER your scheduled return to the United States. 
-your original arrêté (with a stamp from the French Labour Department) 
-2 applications for a visa de longue séjour + 2 passport photos (make sure to consult the website so that you have the correct size, pose, etc.) 
Please also provide a photocopy of your arrêté and your passport. 
*You may either apply for your visa in person or send the application by mail. 
*If you go in person the visa process will take about an hour. You MUST make an appointment before appearing at the Embassy. To make an appointment, go to the above website. They take about 50 people per day, so it is EASY to make an appointment. It is recommended that you plan 
ahead. You can always cancel an appointment. 
*If you send in your visa application you must provide the documents listed above AND –a self addressed, stamped envelope. The process will take 1-2 weeks.

The process does NOT change for assistants going to the DOMs. If you have any questions, the best way to contact the visa office in Washington is to send an e-mail to: visa@consulfrance-washington.org . 


Posted at the teaching assistant website is a translation in English of the visa application. (www.frenchculture.org/education ). When it asks for your employer or your address in France, please put the name of your school. If you have more than one school put the school that you are 
‘rattaché administrativement’.

Some of you have contacted me asking how much rent is in France. I cannot answer this question because I do not know where you are assigned in France and I do not know what kind of housing you want. I can inform you that rent is a lot cheaper than what a student typically spends here in Washington D.C. I believe rent here ranges between $550-900 a month. When I was in Nancy a year ago I found that rent was at least half that amount. If you want to look into apartment prices---I recommend you visit the websites I mention in the housing section of the document. As an assistant you will have at least 5 weeks of vacation while you are teaching. You will be paid for this vacation. If you want to find out what vacation you have, please visit the document I put on-line.



Some other information: 
-ARRETE: Some of the arrêtés have abbreviations on them that are hard to decipher if you are not French. 
LG= Lycée Général (this is the type of the high school you probably went to…everyone attending is planning on going on to college). 
LT= Lycée Technique (this is basically a vocational school—students are studying to become mechanics, chefs, secretaries, computer engineers…etc.) 
LPO= Lycée Polyvalent (same as a LGT) 
LGT= Lycée Général et Technique (mix of the above) 
CLG= Collège (middle school, the students will be between the ages of 12-15) 
IA= Inspecteur Académique 
IEN= Inspecteur d’Education Nationale 
EE= Ecole Elémentaire (elementary school, the students will be between the ages of 8-11) 


-Primary school assistants: your arrêtés do not always have your school written on it. You may instead have your contact information listed as an IA or an IEN. This is because they want you to be able to get your visa and plan where you will be, but they do not know which schools in the town you will be teaching in. You will find this out right before you leave for France (by e-mail) or at orientation. The city in the address that you are ‘attaché administrativement’ is the town where you will live/work. 
-You cannot get a second job while working as a teaching assistant. You may tutor or baby-sit if you are interested in making some extra money. 
-A lot of questions you have I am unable to answer because it is up to your school in France. I do not know what your schedule will be like, what you are required to wear (though I wore jeans, skirts, slacks.....nothing obviously inappropriate), if you can have a certain day off.....You need to talk to someone at your school to find the answers.... 
-You may travel to France with a one-way ticket. This does not mean that I advise it. Check to see which is less expensive… two one-way tickets, or a round trip ticket and the fee to change your return date. You do NOT need to wait for your arrêté before buying your plane ticket. You 
know which region you will be in…. and it is most likely you will NOT be flying into a small town. I recommend you fly into a large city (Lyon, Paris, Bordeaux, Bruxelles) and then take a train. I also recommend you start researching your options as ticket prices go up. Remember not to 
plan on leaving for France before mid-September unless you already have your arrêté. 
-Some of you have written to ask how to contact your school… If a contact for your school is not included in the packet you receive from your académie, do not stress. You can either write a letter to your school---and address it to ‘Madam, Monsieur….’ Or you can call the school at the end of August….and explain who you are to whomever answers the phone. In order to get a phone number…go to www.pagesjaunes.fr and type in your school’s information. 
-Schools are closed for most of July---until the end of August. Do not stress if you do not receive a reply immediately. The school will probably not receive your letter until the end of August. (If you are really getting impatient, call them at the end of August and introduce yourself.) 
-You can also play on the internet and Google your school. A lot of the high schools and middle schools have a website. 
-I am receiving about 50 e-mails a day. As much as I love writing e-mail.... Please be patient. I promise I am working on sending answers to all of you. Please DO NOT call me if you send me an e-mail or vice versa. I promise I return all phone calls and e-mails…unless you ask a question that I have already answered in the document that is on-line. 
-A bunch of you have requested that I send you some anecdotes of my experience teaching last year. I will send you an e-mail with an anecdote or two. I first need to think about it.

I definitely miss Lorient and envy all of you for this opportunity you have ahead of you.....and for all the good food that is waiting on the other side of the ocean. 

I am leaving today on vacation. I will be back July 31, 2006. PLEASE, please (please another 6 times) be patient. If you have any questions while I am gone, send an e-mail, please do not call. Please only send the e-mail ONCE. I will reply to the e-mail once I return. Nothing is urgent at this moment. I will write back, promise and I will check in again before you leave to make sure all is well.

Bonne journée,

Meg Merwin
