Bonjour Up-Coming Assistants---


Today is August 24th 2006----the day that I asked you to contact me in 
the information document if you still did not have your arrêté. Please 
follow the instructions below if you are missing your contract.

******Please contact me August 24th, if you still have NOT received your 
arrêté and I will try to track it down. Send me an e-mail entitled ‘NO 
ARRETE’ and include the following information in the body of your 
e-mail: 
1) First and last name 
2) Mailing address 
3) Phone number 
4) Your académie.

If you contacted me BEFORE the 24th regarding this problem, I deleted 
your e-mail, so please resend the information. ALSO, if you do not send 
me an e-mail that is in the above format, I will delete it. If you need 
to add anymore information, please add it after the information I 
requested. Once I receive your e-mail, I will contact your académie and 
let them know I am still missing your arrêté. They will then fax me a 
copy of the arrêté (once they have it)----and I will call you to get a 
fax number from you. It is NOT necessary to contact me to see if I have 
your arrêté. I PROMISE I am working on the problem and will get back to 
you as soon as possible.

Reminders:

-Please DO NOT call me AND e-mail me with a problem. Pick one way to 
contact me. I return all messages, unless the question has already been 
answered in the e-mails or information document that I posted on-line. I 
recommend you call me if it is time sensitive problem or if you went to 
get your visa and it was refused.

-I have caught up on my e-mail (there are 50 in my box at the moment all 
from this past week). YEAH!!

-You CANNOT go to France without a visa. This sentence is probably 
causing a lot of eyes to roll, but I still have at least one student 
each year that calls me from France to ask how to get a visa (or where 
the French Embassy is in Paris), so I want to make sure this information 
is clear. J

-The teaching assistant visa is free and typically only takes 2 weeks 
(at most) to process (regardless of what some of the consulate websites 
say). You do not need your lettre de presentation…unless you are going 
to the Atlanta Consulate AND your arrêté is a photocopy. If this is the 
case, call me AFTER you go to the Consulate, and I will immediately fax 
a signed copy of your lettre de presentation to Atlanta.

-You must go in person to get your visa if you live in one of these 
regions: Atlanta, Boston, Houston, Miami, San Francisco. You can send it 
in if you live in one of these regions: Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, 
Washington. There are NO exceptions, so please do not contact me to ask. 
If you are going in person to get your visa, please check their website 
to see if you need an appointment. 
-On the visa application, where it asks for your permanent address, 
please put the address of your school.

I think that is enough reminders for the day!!! I am sorry to repeat 
myself and sound so authoritarian…but you would be amazed by how many 
e-mails I receive asking these questions when I have already answered 
them in on-line documents.
If you are feeling stressed, feel free to contact me so that I can 
help. I am busy, but I always have time to talk. I have lived through 
this process myself twice-----and have watched three years of teaching 
assistants go through it without too many problems. Claire and I are 
here to help get through all of the bureaucracy….though we cannot always 
move mountains.

Je vous souhaite tous une bonne fin d’été….et pour ceux qui part avant 
mon prochain mél--- Bon voyage et bonne arrivée!!

A bientôt,


Meg Merwin
