Collocation Patterns in English : 
Adjectives / Verbs + Prepositions 

Prepositions + Nouns
Pass out cards to students  with adjectives and verbs written on them.

Write the prepositions at the top of the board, leaving plenty of room below them for students to put their cards in the correct column. (Use tape or patafix.)
One by one, students say what is written on their card, guess the French translation, and go to the board to put the card in the correct column according to which preposition follows it.

Correct any mistakes immediately as students will most likely copy down the chart into their notebooks.

Once all the cards are on the board, start asking individual students questions, such as:

What are you afraid of?

What do you like to listen to?

What do you often worry about?

What sport/school subject/activity are you good at?

Students must respond with complete sentences using the correct preposition.

Remove the cards from the boards and erase the prepositions. Call on a student randomly, or draw name card, and say an adjective/verb.  Student needs to say the preposition immediately.

Work on correct the mistakes worksheet together. Students can also translate sentences into French after correcting preposition mistakes.
Repeat procedure for preposition + noun collocations.

If time left at end of class, mix both sets of collocations together and quiz students on translations between English and French. Say the collocation in one language and have them translate immediately to other language.

Adjectives or Verbs + Prepositions

Correct the mistakes by crossing out the incorrect preposition and writing the correct one above it. Be careful: Not all sentences have a mistake!
1. She apologised about the mistake.

2. He threw the book to me, but it missed.

3. Julie complained on the bad service.

4. They told us it depends on the time they arrive.

5. We spent over $200 for food this week.

6. She said it was similar to the one she has.

7. Luke was very surprised from the way she reacted.

8. I applied on a job in New Zealand.

9. Can you translate this paragraph toward Italian?

10. My brother just got married with his girlfriend.

11. This book belongs on Elizabeth.

12. What are you waiting about?

13. My aunt suffers for diabetes.

14. I like to listen of rock music.

15. Don't worry at your exams.

16. Stop complaining for the weather!

17. I think he's right. I agree with him.

18. Anne was very angry and shouted on me.

19. My brother is very different to my sister.

20. He threw the pillow for me so I could take a nap.

Prepositions + Nouns
Correct the mistakes by crossing out the incorrect preposition and writing the correct one above it. Be careful: Not all sentences have a mistake!

1. He reads a lot of books of Stephen King.

2. These shoes were made from hand.

3. Students are in holiday in the summer.

4. I didn't break the vase by purpose!

5. Why are you always in a hurry?

6. Sorry, I took your pen from mistake.

7. I don't like to travel by plane, but rather by train.

8. She loves all songs from Madonna.

9. That man on the dark suit is our teacher.

10. Do you prefer to read at the morning or at night?

11. Some French universities are in strike.

12. I saw her yesterday with chance.

13. I saw it in TV and I read it in the newspaper.

14. The students are never here at time!

15. He went to China last month in business.

16. I'll help you at a moment. I promise.

17. I always do the work by my own.

18. In the end of the movie, they get married.
Prepositions: to, from, for, about, on, with, at, of, by

Some verbs/adjectives to write on cards:

to get 'married

to 'listen

to 'suffer

to a'pologize

to 'translate

to com'plain

to 'worry

to ap'ply

to spend 'money

to a'gree

to depend

to wait

to be 'satisfied

to shout

to be 'angry

to be good

to be a'fraid

to be keen

to be a'ware

to be tired

to be full

to be wrong

to belong
to be sur'prised

Prepositions: by, on, for, in, at

Some nouns to write on cards:

a book ...

... the radio

... TV

... the phone

to go ... a walk

... after'noon

... 'evening

...  'weekends

... 'morning

... 'holiday / vacation
... chance

... fire

... a 'hurry

...  'accident

...  'purpose

... 'minute

... night

... strike

... the 'newspaper

a song ...

... car

... train

... foot

made ... hand

made ... machine

