The Electoral College: Number of votes by state
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The election of the President of the United States and the Vice President of the United States is indirect. Americans vote for their state's Electors in the Electoral College. Then, the 538 Electors vote for President and Vice President. 
The number of Senators and Representatives in Congress determines the number of electors for each state. Each state has two Senators, while the number of Representatives is dependent on the population. (Even though the District of Columbia is not a state, it has 3 electors.)

California, the state with the highest population: 2 Senators + 53 electors = 55 votes

Wyoming, the state with the lowest population: 2 Senators + 1 elector = 3 votes

A candidate must receive a majority of votes from the electoral college (currently 270) to win the Presidency. It is possible to win the majority of the popular vote, but lose the electoral college vote. This is what happened in the 2000 election - Al Gore won the majority of the popular vote, but George W. Bush won the majority of the electoral college. Therefore, Bush was elected president.
2000 Election Results





Popular Vote


Electoral Votes

Al Gore


50,996,116


266

George Bush


50,456,169


271

