Jon Stewart, American comedian

Remarks after September 11th on the Daily Show

This attack happened. It's not a dream. But the aftermath of it, the recovery, is a dream realized. And that is Martin Luther King's dream.
Whatever barriers we put up are gone. Even if it's just momentary. We are judging people by not the color of their skin, but the content of their character. You know, all this talk about "These guys are criminal masterminds. They got together and their extraordinary guile and their wit and their skill. . ." It's all a lie. Any fool can blow something up. Any fool can destroy. But to see these guys, these firefighters and these policemen and people from all over the country, literally with buckets, rebuilding. . . that’s extraordinary. And that's why we have already won. It’s light. It's democracy. They can't shut that down.  They live in chaos. And chaos, it can't sustain itself--it never could. It's too easy and it's too unsatisfying. 
The view from my apartment was the World Trade Center.  Now it's gone. They attacked it. This symbol of American ingenuity and strength and labor and imagination and commerce and it's gone. But you know what the view is now? The Statue of Liberty. The view from the south of Manhattan is the Statue of Liberty.  You can’t beat that. 
http://www.thedailyshow.com/video/index.jhtml?videoId=105095&title=September-11,-2001
Full clip is 8:49 minutes; this part begins at 5:41

You can download the clip to your harddrive using http://www.mediaconverter.org/ or http://keepvid.com/
From Kathleen: "I shared Jon Stewart's comments with them, explaining that he is a explaining that he is a popular comedian but on this occasion spoke seriously.  We read it together and they were so touched, one guy said "c'est énorme" quietly under his breath.  I think it helped show a more positive vision of the US/what we ideally strive for, liberty solidarity etc., and what we try to protect even if we screw it up sometimes.  Then of course I had to discuss the patriot act and how the patriotic sentiments were abused!"
