St. Patrick's Day - March 17
St. Patrick

Saint Patrick was born in Britain at the end of the 4th century. When he was 16, he was sold as a slave in Ireland. He escaped and spent twelve years at a monastery in France. Later, he returned to Ireland to teach people about Christianity. It is said that Saint Patrick banished all the snakes from the country. He became Bishop of Ireland in 431 and died on March 17th, 461.
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Irish symbols

The harp is the oldest official symbol of Ireland, but the shamrock, a symbol of good luck, is perhaps the most famous. When Saint Patrick first came to Ireland, he used the three leaves of the shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Ireland is also known as the Emerald Isle and it is said that the Irish countryside contains forty shades of green.

Leprechauns

Leprechauns are little make-believe fairies from Ireland. They are the little old men who are shoemakers for the fairies. They usually stand about 2 feet tall. Treasure hunters can often track down a leprechaun by the sound of his shoemaker's hammer. The legend is that if you catch one you can force him to tell you where he hides his gold. Another legend is that his pot of gold is hidden at the end of rainbow.
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Blarney Stone

The Blarney Stone is a stone set in the wall of the Blarney Castle tower in the Irish village of Blarney. Kissing the stone is supposed to bring the kisser the gift of persuasive eloquence. It's difficult to reach the stone. Kissers have to lie on their back and bend backward or downward, holding iron bars for support.

St. Patrick's Day in Ireland

In Ireland, St. Patrick's Day is an important religious holiday celebrating the conversion of the Irish to Christianity. Businesses are closed, except for some restaurants and pubs. People attend church services honoring St. Patrick and learn about his life. Many Irish people enjoy a traditional meal that includes boiled potatoes and cabbage mashed together with butter. 
Until recently, Ireland held few parades on St. Patrick’s Day. However, in 1995 the government of Ireland established the St. Patrick’s Day Festival with the goal of creating a national festival. The four-day festival, launched in 1996 and held annually in Dublin, features a major parade on St. Patrick’s Day as well as music and dance performances, food, crafts, and fireworks.
St. Patrick's Day in the US

Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day has been a tradition in the United States since 1737, when the Charitable Irish Society of Boston organized the first St. Patrick’s Day parade. Therefore, the first St. Patrick's Day parade took place not in Ireland, but in the United States. New York City’s parade began in 1762. St. Patrick's Day was even acknowledged by General George Washington during the American Revolution. In 1780, during the Continental Army’s bitter winter in New Jersey, Washington permitted his troops, many of whom were of Irish descent, a holiday on March 17. 
Today, more than 100 U.S. cities hold St. Patrick’s Day parades. The parade up Fifth Avenue in New York City is the largest and most famous. The parade traditionally stops at St. Patrick's Cathedral for a blessing of the marchers by the cardinal of New York. 
[image: image3.png]



Popular St. Patrick’s Day customs in the United States include drinking beer that has been colored green, eating corned beef and cabbage, wearing shamrock pins and green clothing, and generally celebrating all things Irish. In Chicago, the Chicago River is dyed green, a tradition started in 1962.
School children have started a little tradition of their own on St. Patrick's Day. They pinch classmates who don't wear green on this holiday. Wearing green is strictly a U.S. custom, as the color green is not as popular in Ireland. Green is connected to the old green flag and a time when Ireland was not free. Green is also a color connected with hope and nature. 

About half of the US presidents have had Irish ancestry. Today 34 million Americans claim Irish ancestry - which is almost 9 times the population of Ireland (4 million). Hundreds of thousands of Irish citizens immigrated to the United States during Ireland’s “potato famine” of the mid-1840s.
Famous Irish people

Writers: Jonathan Swift, Bram Stoker, James Joyce, Oscar Wilde

Actors: Peter O'Toole, Liam Neeson, Pierce Brosnan, Colin Farrel
Pop stars: U2, Boyzone, The Corrs, Enya
Do you know where the capital cities of Dublin and Belfast are located in Ireland and Northern Ireland?
[image: image4.png]



St. Patrick's Day Vocabulary

Answer each question using one of the following words:

green

Irish

Ireland
shamrock
March

rainbow
gold

harp

stone

snakes

1. American children wear _________________________ on St. Patrick's Day.

2. A _________________________ has 3 leaves.

3. A _________________________ can be seen in the sky after it rains.

4. St. Patrick's Day is in the month of __________________________.

5. Many _________________________ people immigrated to the United States.

6. The ___________________________ is a musical instrument.

7. The country of _________________________ is an island in Europe.

8. The metal ___________________________ is very valuable and expensive.

9. Kissing the Blarney _______________________ is a popular tradition.

10. St. Patrick banished all the ________________________ from Ireland.

Now write as many things as you can that are the color green:

1. ________________________


9. ________________________

2. ________________________


10. _______________________

3. ________________________


11. _______________________

4. ________________________


12. _______________________

5. ________________________


13. _______________________

6. ________________________


14. _______________________

7. ________________________


15. _______________________

8. ________________________


16. _______________________
